
WASHINGTON.
Opening of the Short Session

of Congress.

Reeeption of the President's
Message.

The American Claims Against the
Spanish Government

Dilatory Negotiations Cenaured
by Congressmen.

CAUCUS OP BEPUBLIOAH SENATOBS.

Washington, Dec. 7, 1874.
Ofial«| Day 1** Congre«l.A Manoeuvre
to Repeal the "Gag Law" Causes
Rxcltcment.
Beth bouses adjourned almost immediately alter

the reading of the Message. Before the House
adjourned Mr. Phelps, of New Jersey, managed
adroitly to get In his bill to amend the Frellng-
haysen "Gag lair." As soon as It was discovered
that hU amendment would practically repeal the
MQig law," the House became very lively. Gen¬
eral Butler Insisted ou the regular order, and Mr.
George F. Hoar objected also. The bill will como

ap under a suspension of the rules next Monday,
and will probably pass.
Comments on the President's Message
toy Representatives and Senators of
Both Parties.Apathy of Feeling
Shawn.
The Message was heard In both Houses with sin¬

gular apathy. There seemed no curiosity to near
«M President's recommendations, and conversa¬
tion this afternoon and evening with a number of
numbers and Senators shows tnat they have the
misfortune to be considered ol no public Import¬
ance. The part relating to the southern difficul¬
ties met wltn the most appreciation, but some re¬

publicans saw in this and In the menace toward
Spain a new plan for a third term. Even the
friends of contraction and resumption were not
greatly pleased with the President's Anancial Ideas,
thinking them crude and impracticable or vague.
The Message surprised many by its very moderate
tone and entire absence of scolding or recrimina¬
tion. Others complained that It has no vl',al
energy and presents no rallying point for the
party. It was remarked that It leaves the party
where It was belore, and has no power to gather
around It the disorganized materials which the
announcement of a broad, bold and positive policy
¦light have had. *'An administration party which
does not beilevo In the administration is in a bad
way," said one member. The democratsHad' very little to say.

_
They evidently

think that the Message does them no harm.
It was remarked that the Message contained
two errors; the President states the debt of the
District of Columbia at a little less than $14,ooo,ooj,
whereas the report of the Board of Audit, made
pabUc this evening, states It at a Uttle less than
twenty millions, or at over seventeen millions, de¬
ducting unadjusted claims, which, however,
the Board says, will have to be allowed. Tne
other error Is probably an oversight. The Presi¬
dent says that at the last session of Congress a
very considerable reduction was made In the rates
of taxation and the number of articles taxed. But
there was no change made in the taxes at the last
aeeMon.
The Nomination of Postmaster General

Sent to the Senate.
The President sent to the Senate to-day only

nomination, namely, that of Marshall Jewell,
of Connecticut, to be Postmaster General.
Caneas of the Republican Senators on

Committees.
After the adjournment or the Senate the repub¬

lican Senators held a brief caucus and appointed
Messrs. Morrill, of Maine. Sargent, Scott, Ogies&y

pease as a committee to report to-morrow to
an adjourned meeting a revised list of Senate
committees. No Important changes are antici¬
pated In the present membership.

Of Our Government Against
Spain.The Indemnity Demanded.
Congressmen Impatient at 'he Delay
of Settlement.
Negotiations lor a money Indemnity for the

massacre of Americans at Santiago de Cuba have
been gotng on for a long time, wiinout much bead-
way being made. Our government will not ac¬

cept less than $25,000 per mar, white or colored,
¦«ii a larger sum for the officers. On this basis
negotiations are proceeding. Spain does not deny
her feapouslbllity, but her tctions are vexatlously
dilatory. There Is increacing impatience with the
conductor Spain, and * the House to-day some,
disappointment was expressed by members that
the President had not made more positive recom¬
mendations on the Cuban question. A return
¦will be asked for Id the House to show how much
oar commerce wi» Cuba has suffered during the
period of disorder.
a Democrat* Social-Political Reunion.
Representative Fernando Wood has Issued in-

vltatlons to neet the democratic and conservative
members o'the Senate and House of Itepresenta-
tives, socially, at bis residence, on Thursday even¬

ing next in congratulation of the reccnt elections.
The card Is headed, "Justice is slow but sure."
proposed New System of Government for

the District of Columbia.
The new governnieut proposed for the District

oi Columbia Is remarkable in several respects, it
creates a department of tne District of Columbia
as part of the lederal government, aud places al¬
most the whole lunction of government in the
hands of three regents to be appolutcd by tho
President. The regents appoint almost all tho
heads ol boards and other officers, aud make all
the ordinances or local laws. Tne heads of the
Board or Education and school trustees are to be
elected, and voters must, alter 1876, be able to
read and write, ana must send their children to
school. Congress is to authorize all expenditures.

Statement by the Commissioners.
The report of tho commissioners lor tho Dis¬

trict of Columbia to the President gives the re¬

ceipts from all sources to the 1st of December at
$3,088,188, and the total expenditures at
$*J,017,329, leaving a balance of $168,830,
which, added to the estimated receipts to Juno
SO, ol $1,634,600, will make a total ol $1,704,469.
The total estimated expenditures to June 80 are
$1,672,066, giving an estimated balance at that
time or $132,892. They say, from their showing,
that the actual debt of the District, less the as¬
sets, is $13,994,613; but the aggregate sum thus
stated Includes something more than the funded
debt chargeable exclusively to the District of Co¬
lumbia. By a former act ol Congress part of the
expenses which are included in the debt are to be
borne by the general government. The lull
amoant of claims outstanding and still unadjusted
Is $3,147,787.
Proposed Treaty with the Hawaiian

Islands.
Hawaiian envoys, who are here seeking to ne¬

gotiate a reciprocity treaty with our government,
are at work upon the terms and meanB, In order
te havs a project of the treaty ready for presenta-
tian alter the Christmas holidays. They do not
lawr a cession of Pearl River.
jUeiuurd Schell as the Advocate of Rail-

road Subsidies.
The D.on. Richard Schell openly said to-day that
came to Congress as a representative of New

York to yote for every railroad subsidy which Is
brought forward. He thinks the country ought to
be restored to a prosperous condition, that cap¬
ital ought t^ be able to employ labor, and that
it would bo a.cood thing to urepd $800,000,000 to
that end.

PROCEEDINGS CF CONGRESS.

8E1ATB.
Washington,. Dec. T, 1874.

The Penatem called to order prompt!/ at noon
by Vice President Wilson.
Tbe Rev. Or. Suoderland, the Chaplain, in his

opeuiug prayer, returned thanks to Divine Provi¬
dence for tbe many blessings bestowed upon onr

nation, and said:."We acknowledge our ehastise-
ments, and pray we may be corrected through
them. We beseech Thee to show Thy favor upon
tins people, and help tbe government Ml lta great
responsibility, help the Congress or the United
8taies. Itlay tbe candl* or the Lord light them
through every difflculty."
Vice President Wilaon then took the chair.
Mr. Anthony, (rep.) of R. J., offered a resolution

Instructing tbe Secretary of tbe Senate to inform
tbe House or Representatives that a quorum or
the Senate had assembled and tbe Senate was
read? to proceed to business, which was agreed
to. He also submitted an order providing tbat
the bour or meeting ol the Senate should be ually
at twelve o'clock until otherwise ordered.
Agreed to.
Mr. Conklino, (rep.) of N. Y., offered a resolu¬

tion providing lor tbe appointment of two mem¬
bers or the Senate to Join a committee ou the part
or the House of Representatives to wait upon the
President of the United States and miorm him
that a quorum of eaca House or Congress had
assembled and were ready to receive any com¬
munication be may desire to make. Agreed to:
and tbe Cbalr appointed Messrs. conkllng, or New
York, and Tnur.uan, (dem.) or Ohio, as me Com¬
mittee on tbe part or tbe senate-
Mr. Mokkill, (rep.) or Me., irom the Joint Select

Committee appointed at tbe last session to frame
a government lor the District of Columbia, sub¬
mitted a written report accompanied by sundry
statutes, for the organisation o. sucn government.
Laid on tbe table and ordered to oe printed.
Tbe Chair laid beiore the Senate a letter from

the Secretary of the senate, giving a detailed
statement of the receipts and expenditures lor the
last fiscal year. Laid on the tubie and ordered to
be printed.
Also a communication from the Secretary and

Sergeant-at-Arms or tae Senate, giving a lias or tbe
government property in tueir custody. Laid on
tbe Ubie and ordered to be printed.

Also, tbe certificate ol election or George F.
Edmunds, United States Senator from tbe state of
Vermont, aua the certificate 01 election of Hon.
William W. Eaton, United States Senator irom the
State ol Connecticut, lor the term commencing
Maroh «, 1876. Read and placed on file.

BILLS INTH00CCKD.
The following bills were introduced and ordered

to be printed una lie on the table till tbe ap¬
pointment ol the standing committees ol the
Senate i.
By Mr. Sherman, (rep.) of Ohio.A bin to pro¬

vide for the revision of the laws for the collection
oi customs duty. It provides lor a commission of
seven persons to be constituted as rollows:.One
member of tbe Senate, to be designated by tbe
President of the senate; two members elect of
the next House of Representatives, to be desig¬
nated by tlie speaker or tbe present House, and
two officers in tbe customs service and two citi¬
zens laminar with customs law, to be appointed
by the President. Toe commission Is to terminate
ou tbe first Monday of December, 1875, and in the
meantime shall report to congress, through the
tecretary or tbe Treasury, a revision of all toe
cusiouulaws. together with such facts as they
can elicit by examination and inquiry pertaining
to the trade, industry, commerce and taxation oi
the country, with a view to making changes or
rates and classification and modes of collecting
duties, in order to promote tbe public interests,
'l he commissioners are also to report as to the
relations of loreign trade to domestic mdusuy,
and the mutual adjustment of tbe customs and
excise systems of taxation, with a view to secur¬
ing the requisite revenue with the least inconven¬
ience to the development or the resources or the
country, and also as to the manner in which the
customs officers perform their duties. In order to
couduct tnts Investigation the commissioners are
empo» ered to examine me books, papers and ac¬
counts ol any custom officer and to administer
oaths. The members of the commission are to be
allowed their necessary travelling expenses, b\it
are not to receive any compensation.

TUK GRASSHOPPER PLAGUE.
Mr, Ingalls, (rep.) of Kan., introduced a

bill to provide tbat homestead and pre-emption
settlers in Kansas shall be allowea a year's ab¬
sence irom their lands ravaged by grasshoppers
without loss of their rights.
Mr. Hitchcock, (rep.) of Neb., Introduced a

bill appropriating (100,000 for the purchase of food
to be issued to starving sufferers irom tbe ravages
or grasshoppers on the Western frontiers. The oiil
also directs tbe issue or disused army clothing to
relieve tbe extreme wants of tboae destitute -suf¬
ferers.
By Mr. Patterson, (rep.) of S. C A bill to In¬

crease the efficiency of the medical department of
tbe United states Army.
By Mr. saruent, (rep.) of Cal..A bill to protect

persons or loreign birth against forcible restralut
or involuntary servitude.
Also a bill to euable Tndlans, In certain cases,

to enter the public lands of the United States
under the homestead laws.
Also a bin to correct the date or the commissions

of certain officers of the army.
Mr. Sargent, of Cal., presented a memorial

irom Rear Admiral Worden, and tuose under his
command wno assisted in disabling the Confede¬
rate ram Merrimac, asking to be awarded prize
money on tbe same principle as in the case or the
officers and crew of tbe steamer Kearsarge tor the
destruction or the Alabama. Laid on the table to
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs,
when appointed.
Tbe Senate tnen, at a quarter-past twelve, on

motion or Mr. anthoht, took a recess till one
o'clock P. M.
Upon reassembling at one o'clock Mr. Wrioht,

(rep.) or Iowa, said last session be reported irom
the Judiciary Committee a bill to aboliBh the West-
era Judicial district or Arkansas. He therefore
desired to give notice that on Wednesday next,
immediately after the expiration of the morning
hour, he would ask tbe Senate to proceed with
the con8lderatlou or said bllL
Mr. Inoall^, or Kansas, submitted a resolution

Instructing the Committee on Indian Affairs to in¬
quire into the recent disturbances m tbe Indian
Territory and to report to the Senate wnat meas¬
ures are necessary ror the protection or llie,
liberty and property and the preservation ol law
and order in that region and whetner the best in¬
terests or civilization do not demand the immedi¬
ate establlsiment or courts or the United States in
said Territory as provided by tbe treaties of 1800.
Laid on the taole until appointment of commit¬
tees.
Mr. Sargent, of Cal., presented tb« me¬

morial oi Mrs. Susan Roberts, of Humbolt county
California, praying compensation for lands taken
and used by the government ot the United States
Laid on the table.
The Senate then, on motion of Mr. Anthony, took

a further recess till half-past one P. M.
Upon reassembling at that hour, Mr. conklino

from the committee appointed to wait upon the
President, reported that that dnty had been dis¬
charged and that the President replied that ne
would soon communicate with tbe two houses in
writing.

THE MESSAGE RECEIVER
At twenty-five minutes to two P. M. General

Babcock appeared at tbe bar or the Senate and
delivered the Message. It was read by Major
McDonald, the Chief Clerk, Secretary Goruam
being absent on account or sickness in his
family.
The reading or the Message waa concluded at

twenty minutes to three P. M.
tor. Carpenter, (rep.) of Wis., moved tbat it be

laid on the table and printed, together with the
accompanying documents. Agreed to.
The Chair laid beiore the Senate reports or tbe

secretary or the Ireasury, Department, or Justice
and comptroller oi tne Currency, which were or¬
dered to be laid on the table and printed.
The senate tlien, on motion of Mr. Edmunds

(rep.) ol Vt. at fifteen minutes to three K
M. adjourned till 12 o'clock to-moirow.

TUB DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA.
The tyjll lor the better government of the Dis¬

trict; of Columbia, reported to-oay by Senator
Morrill, of Maine, Irom the Joint selcct committee
appointed for that purpose by Congress *t last
session, provides that a department snail bo cre¬
ated in the government of the United states to oe
called the Department of the District ol Columbia!
and that it shall nave a corporate capacity, it is
to be beaded by a board or three regents to bo
"PP?2te"b/ V® President and confirmed by the
senate, and to be removable by tne President
at any time for causes. The first board
are to be appointed for terms of s,x
lour and two years respectively. Thereafter the
term oi office will be six years. Tneir VSlariel
will be $4,500 each per annum. They are to ap¬
point and to have power to remove lor cause
subordinate boards or superintendents orHealtn.
I'oilce, Excise, Street Cleaning, public Bnlidinis
and Kire Department, and also three members of
a Board of Education, which shall contain threo
other members elected by the voters of the Dis-
if'?1 j' .t/0lumbla, and be presided ovor by tlio
Lnired Stales Commissioner of Education who
snail be ex officio a member. The Public Works or
the District are to be In charge or an army
engineer, detailed by the President for three years
and the Board or District Public Buildings will
be headed by the United states Superintend-
ent oi Public Buildings. The powers and
duties or all these subordinate officers and
1 hose also of the regents are minutely specified
defined and limited, and the same general prlnct-
iL'S ofhlrl?ld re8P°n8lblltty runs throughout thebill, which is very voluminous, consisting or eighty
priuted pages, divided into fifteen chapters The
power to make, alter or abrogate local ordinances
is confided exclusively to the Board of Resents
and no officers are to be elected by the people ex¬
cept three members of the Board of Education as
above stated. The bill fixes two per cent as 'the
rate or taxation which shall be levied on all the
real and personal property owned by Individuals
or corporations in the District. The valuation
lor the purposes or taxation is to be made by three
assessors, appointed by tbe Board or Regents, and
Is to lie that just valuation which would be recog¬
nized on appraisement between debtor and cred¬
itor, all taxes to be payable to tbe United
States collector or Internal Revenue, and to be
paid by him into the United Statos Treasury. Ail
other revenue* or mpuevs of (tie District are to bo

(.mimed and deposited in the federal Treasury In
the aame war. Atl vouchers and bills of <expenses
ni ovcrv dccrtDtloo are to be hudited in 1M
United states Treasury, and
mivmentj* ol moneys on account of the District
shall be subject to the Second Comptroliei of the
t'mfpfi states Treasur?. Ttoe bill provide ex-
DlicitlT tna»' no expenditure or liaoiuty j*11*'1Incurred by or :or the District ol Columbia that
has not been appropriated 'lor oy Congress, and
no payments for the Dlatrlctshall oe made out of

i'.s.rsssivir,^us:p.°a'f«v.w
trlct.

HOUSE OP BE?aB8EHTlTIVE8.
Washington, Dec. T, 1874.

The hour preceding the opening of the session
was spent by the members, as they entered the
hall, In mutual greetings, friendly hand-shaking
and expressions or sympathy or of iejolclng over
the results of the recent elections. It Is doubtrujwhether there ever has been In the past history of
the House a more de monstratlve reassembling of
Its members. Kepresentatlves 01 the press, Repre
sentailves-elect to the next Congress, lobby mem¬
bers and others elbowed each other on the floor
and participated in the general demonstrations.
The spacious galleries were crowded with specta¬
tors and tne corridors ol the Capitol were almost
impassable.
suddenly, at noon, there was a lull,

Speaker's hammer lell; the persons not entiUed
to the privileges of the floor withdrew, and the
proceedings were formally opened with prayer by
the Chaplalq, Mr. Butler. He prayed lor wisdom
and divine guidance, for the President and his
Cabinet, the Senate and House, for the agricultu¬
ral and commercial prosperity of the country, and
for the purification and increased power of the
great engine, the press. Then the Clerk of the
Hoase, Mr. McPherson, proceeded to call the list of
members.

....THE ROLL CALL
showed the presence of 238 of the 301 members
constituting the House. Four new members-
Messrs. schell idem.) and Chittenden (dem.), ol
NY* Carpenter, (rep.) of 8. C., and Finck, (dem.)
of Ohio came forward, had the oath administered?o them by the Speaker, and took their seats as

mHMboeiu8tlonHdwere offered by Messrs. Garfield,
(reo.) of Ohio, and Dawks (rep.) fonotuy the senate of the lact tnat the House is in
session and for the appointment of a Joint com¬
mittee to wall upon the Presldeut and lniorm him
thAt Conuress was prepared to receive any com¬munication he desired to mane. Messrs. Dawes.haletp ^oi N.T and Beck, (dem.) oi Ky., were
appointed such committee on the part of the
House.

POLAND'S FATAL BLUNDER.
Mr Phelps, (rep.) ol N.J., asked uuanlmons con-sent'ior the introduction and immediate considera¬

tion ol a bill to repeal the law known as the ress
rjast law" la the District of Columbia. He alsoasifed tnat if alter the reading oi the oil! ant .e"|-ner objected to its consideration he might *>« al¬
lowed tnree minutes in which to state its scope
ft Mr.°UEOCHOE F. HOAR, (rep.) of Mass., asked the
Nnp&tcer whetber It was tbe custom of the Housetotranaaotanv business belore the receipt of the
President's Message.
Mr. Butler, (rep.) of Mass..Oh! yes.
The SPBAkEH.The usage is in accordance with

the drift of the gentleman's question.that is, not
to transact business alter a committee Is ap-Sln'eS to w»lt on tu« President uttlU tne Preei-

'.ii'sri."?.""--"'
and peroaps there will be no oojectlon.
The bill was read. It amends the second section

or the act or the 22d ol June, 1874, by providing
that the provisions or the thlrty-thlrd sec ion or
tne Judiciary Act ol 178# shall apply in all cases,
except in action of libel and slander. In courts
cretited oy act of Congress la the District ol to-

1UMr.lHAL«, of New York.Is that bill belore the

HTne6speaker.It requires unanimous consent.
Mr. Hale, or New York.1 object unless it be re¬

ferred to the Judiciary Committee.
The House then, on motion oi Mr. Garfield, or

Ohio, at thirty-five minutes past twelve P.
took a recess oi half an hour.

reception of the president's message.
The recess was farther extended lor hair an

hour, and at the end or that lime (twenty-flve
minutes or two) the President's Message was re-
ceived and read to the Houbo by Mr. McPherson,
"rhe'readlng of the Message, which was listened
to with remarkable attention, was concluded at a
quarter to three. It was then, on motion of Mr.
Dawes, ordered printed.

appropriation bills referred.
tar Garfield, of Ohio, from the Committee oil

ADDroptiationa, reported the Legislative, Execu¬
tive and Judicial Appropriation bill, which wa9
macie the special order for Tuesday or next week.
Mr Hale, (rep,) of Maine, irom the same com¬

mitter reported the Naval Appropriation bill,
which was made the special order tor Wednesday
^m^Whbblkr, (rep.) of N. Y., from the same
committee; reported the Army Appropriation bill,
which was made the special order lor Thursday or
n
Mx. Loughridob, (rep.) oi Iowa, rrom the same

committee, reported the Indian Appropriation bill,
which was made the special order for Friday of
^u. starkweather, (rep.) of Conn., from the
same committee, reported the Fortlflcatioa bl11,
which was made the special order for luesday,
December 22. The amouut appropriated by these
several bills is as lollows:.
LeBuu«Te bins
".**

.. 27,701,MO
4,861.807Indians. ¦

hslouoFortifications »j,uw
newspaper postage.

Mr Tyner. (rep.) of Ind., from the same com¬
mittee, reported a bill appropriating $30,000 for
the purchase ol scales for the use of the Post
once Department in executing the law requiring
prepayment ot posta«e on newspapers.
Mr. cox, of New York, wanted to offer an amend¬

ment excepting from the operauonofthelaw,
cases where suoscrlptlons were taken prior to the5" of January, 1876, and allowing^ postage in
those cases to be paid at the place of destination.
Mr. Ttner declined to allow the amendment to

be offered or spoken to by Mr. Cox, who intimated
that In the next House he would have more privi¬
leges ; to whicn Mr. Tyner replied that he (Tyner)
would not be there to see. (Laughter.)
The bill was then passed,
Mr Cox thereupon introduced a bill to carry ont

the object Indicated by him, and It was referred to

t6Mn°PHELP£L of°NewY<ersey, gave notice that he
would next Monday, If he got the floor, move to
suspend tne rules and pass the bill wblchnesought
to introduce and pass to-day.to repeal the press
gag |q^(
The House then at three o'clock adjourned.

0T7B FOREIGN RELATIONS.

Important Correspondence of the State
Department with Representative*
Abroad.The Rights of Naturalized
Citizens in Foreign Countries.The
Tripoli Slave Trade.American Fili¬
bustering in Formosa Suppressed.The
Spanish Warfare in Cuba*

Washington, Dec. 7, 1874.
The papers concerning the foreign relations of

the United States transmitted to Congress this
afternoon with the President's Message make a
volume of 1,222 printed octavo pages, from which
tbe following Items of Interest are extracted:.
In October last Acting secretary of titato Cad-

wallaUer addressed a letter to Minister Jay, at
VlennA, acknowledging the receipt or a communi¬
cation In reference to the c&ro of Josef Barts, wno
had presented a naturalization certificate to the
Austrian authorities as proof of citizenship. Mr.
Cadwallader says:.
The right to enjoy »uch privileges as may attach to a

citizen ol the United state* Ih properly proved by ihu
production of a passport legally issued. In every case
where tne action of a diplomatic or consular officer of
the United Slates is invoked on behalf of a person claim¬
ing to be a citizen ot the Unltorl htates It is Incumbent
on such officer, not only to carelully and zealously guardand protect tlie rights ol all hwi& fide citizens, but alao to
carefully sbstaln irom committing this government to a
demand for protection on behalf ol'a person presenting
a talse or fraudulent claim to citizenship. Naturalized
citizens, who have become such solely to avoid tfro
duties and burdens attached to a residence in and alle¬
giance to their own country, and who have returned 10
their native country without any Intention to reside In
the United States or to assume the duties or burdens
common to lti citizen*, who, In other words, are de¬
sirous of enloylng all the benefits and immunities com¬
mon to citizens of each country, and oi avoiding all
corresponding duties in each, may be held to have tor-
felled all right to the protection of tbs United states.
Particular instructions will bo found on these questionsIn section SO of the personal Instructions, lately Issued.
The attention of the department has also bean called

on several occasions to applications for pasaports in
foreign countries tonnded on certificate* ol naturaliza¬
tion, which upon their lace bear conclusive evidence
that they have been illegally or fraudulently obtained.
In such cases a passnort should be relused, and the
fraudulent certlilcate forwarded to this department

NATURALIZED CITIZENSHIP.
Secretary Kish, writing to charge d'Affalrca

Nicholas Fish at Berlin, In August last, says:.
While acknowledging the receiptor the correspond¬

ence between Mr. Uaucrolt and the Minister ol ForeignAffairs in relation to the Interpretation and applicationol the fourth article of the Naturalization treaty ol Feb¬
ruary i2, 186m, between the United Htates and the North
Herman Union, that Mr. Bancroft's note of the 28th of
June to Mr. Von Hulow correctly sets forth ihe Interpre¬tation of that article of the treaty as understood by the
foverninent. and It is with much satisfaction that the
residcut learns that that Interpretation Is not

controverted by the Herman government, which
declares Its intention to execute tlie treaty
at all times with Ihe greateit moderation
and respect for the right* ot individuals. The point sug¬
gested by Mr. Von Hulow that the treatment ot each
C'ise must depend entirely upon the circumstances of
the sumo Is in accord with the position which tills gov
ernuicut bold*, the value of American CitUcushiy uiust

not be trifled with. This high rlfht muil not be In¬
vaded by fraud or bv lalne rcpre-eu tat Ions, and when
hi nestlv acquired and faithfully m dnulned mui' ca-ry
wrlili it to its possessor all Hie prr. liege* and tbe protec-
tlon which a great government can give ,o it* citizens.
Ihc case of Menthelm Cohu vein" to be tlisposeJ ol
Without admiiunu ttie iiiicrenoe drawn by Mr- von
Billow from bl.« recital ot the tacts of the < aae. It cannot
be denied that that internee Is at tne leiat plausible.
"The leguion will m the mtiire continue careiullv to

watch the rights ot all naturalised citizen* of the United
States who may visit or temporarily tarry in Germany,
and will assert lor them al* the privileges»n l Humanities
to which tliey are entitled b.v treaty »r by public liw. At
the sain - uiae it wtil e carefUi not to commit the gov¬
ernment of the United states in a dtmind tor i s pro¬
tection in bel.alf ol one who may he maniiestlr pre¬
senting a talse or fraudulent claim ot ci izen-hip. or
who u»ay have already lorteitcd his right to citizenship
in accordance with the letter ami spirit ot the treaty."

A CU1NB.SK INSURRECTION ENDED.
Charge d'Affalrei wuiiainn. writing to the Secre¬

tly ot State under date ol Pekin, February last,
speaks 01 the reduction ol the l.n stronghold 01
the Mabonunedan rebels who controlled the noi th-
western provinces ol Hiensl and Kauouh lor more
than ten years. He shows the merciless nature of
Chinese wariare unci the rancor of « ar as aggra¬
vated in this rebeli on »>y the bitterness 01 rehgous
bigotry in which the Maiiouimedaus excelled.
There is no reason for doubting the statements here

8lven, and as the rebels had themselves (riven no quar-
sr I suppose they expected none. The iu-urrection thus

ended lias lett lar^e portions of these two provinces
nearly depopulated and y ars must elapse betore they
ean recover from the desolations ot war. In case* where
these rel>els, who are said to be all pure Chinese, anil tint
Turks, met bodies of native Cat hoi cs In their progress,
they are reported to have always spared their lives if
not lound In arms. The capture of Sun-Chan brings to
an end all organized rebellion within the borders of
China proper or the eighteen provinces. It beaan in
1848 in tne towns lying wost ot Canton city, and, through
tlir mismanagement ot the provincial authorities, its
leaders waxed stronger and more desperate, and under
the name ot laeplngs tOreat Peace) nearly succeeded in
dismembering tne i.mplre. They were finally subdued
in 1865. Alter the capture ol Nankin the Mohtiiume.
dans rose In array in the southwest and northwest,
where they set the imperialists at defiance for ten years
or more, but are no longer formidable, and
tne lew chiefs who may have cscaped wih a small
following will not be able to gather head In those devas¬
tated districts. The manner In which orderly goverti-
inent. trade and rebuilding in the ruined towns has re¬
vived in those departments In the Valley ot the Yangtze,
which were lelt almost like a wilderness in IKtifl, leads
us to hope lor a similar reviving in tliu western prov¬inces."
Mr. Williams says, March 80:.
"A Roman Cathollo bishop, whose diocese comprises a

fiartol Manjhooria and the region contiguous to Oorea,
las lately reached Pekin from Newch wang, and brings an
account of an entire change in the government of Corea
within the last three nion.hs. and tlie removal of the
ruler who had usurped the chief authority during the
past fifteen years. Tho change has been brought about
without bloodshed, ami the lib-hup looks forward to a
peaceable state of their missions, feeing that the new
authorities are favorably disposed toward foreignersand Christianity."

THB SLAVE TRADE OP TRIPOT.T.
The following was received by secretary Fish

(torn Sir Edward Thornton. June 30 lust:.
Sir.In eompltance with an instruction from the Earl

of Derby, 1 have tho honor to incioxe a copy ol a des¬
patch Addressed to His l.ordship by Her Majesty's Con¬
sul Ucneral at Tripoli, in which i.e expresses his i pinionthat the slave traffic from Iripoli to Constantinople, via
Malta, is on the decrease, and that there is no reason
whatever tor hnpposliiK that the Malta police authori¬
ties iu any way connive at its existence.

TDK OPPRESSION OF ITALIAN CHILDREN.
Secretary Fish, addressing count Corti, the Ital¬

ian Minister, in May last, acknowledging the re¬
ception ol letters referring to the aliened vagrancy
ol Italian children, and the ial.se inducements un¬
der which they are tak*-n from their native land,
and inclosing an act promulgated by the Italian
Parliament on the 26cn of December iast, says:.
This government cordially unites with that of Italy in

the hope that that government may, by tue means of
this act an the energetic enforcement ot iu most com¬
mendable determination to suppress the traffic in tnjse
poor children, referred to in your note succeed in ar¬
resting the very Inhuman practices which the Italian
government so strongly condemns.

AMERICAN FILIBUSTERING IN THB EAST.
Secretary Fish, writing to Mr. Bingham, onr

Minister at Japan, July M las^s&ys:.
Referring to your despatch. No. 73, In which yon seek

instructions upon the various questions arising out of
the participation of citizens ot the tinted states in the
late expedition against Formosa and the employment ot
an vtnencun vessel, 1 hive to inform you that your pro¬ceedings to detach tne citizens of the United States and
the steamer hew York from the expedition are ap¬
proved. You are referred to the Instructions already
given by this department on this question, ihe au. of
June 24 i860, affords ample authority to the Ministers ot
the United .states to Issue writs and proclamations to
prevent the citizens of the United e<tutes from
enlisting In the military or naval service of China or
Japan to make war upon auy foreign tower with whom
the United States are at peace, or in«urrectionarv move¬
ments, and should a warning or proclamation prove in¬
effectual the Minister is authorized to resort to such
force as may be wilhin his reach, belonging to tne
United-Stutes, to accomplish the purpose. It is believed
by the Department that the powers comerred upon the
Ministers of the United States by this act will prove
sufficient in these eases. The representatives ot the gov¬
ernment will take every means to prevent any viola¬
tion of these provisions of law, and it Is be¬
lieved that in most instances no actual resort to
force will be required. Your response to the represen¬
tation ot General Lezendre, that the act of 143) was un-
constitutional Is approved. No otlicer of the govern¬
ment is made a I. dge of the constitutionality of an act
ol Congress, and all acts are to be deemed constitutional
until the ques.ion be legally decided otherwise.
This department nas been officially intorm.-d by the

Secretary ot *ar that Mr. Wasson, who was attached to
the expedition against Formosa above reierred to, has
not been In Lbs service of the United Males since J uly 1,im

MACKENZIE'S RAID INTO MEXICO.
It appears irotn the diplomatic correspondence

that lur. Mariscal, the Mexican Mluister, has lor-
mally protested against the invasion by General
Mackenzie of Mexican soli In pursuit of Indians,
saying:. «

In view of the good faith and friendly spirit which ac¬
tuate the government of the United States Iu its relations
with Mexico my government hopes that an act similar to
the one in question wll not be committed hereafter, and
that if any measures shall be deemed necessary iu order
to remedy evils ou the frontier which It mav be neces¬
sary to carry out on Mexican soil such measures will be
adopted and carried out by both governments
lointly, since an incurvion ot foreign troops into
ibe territory of Mexico besides being at variance with
the principles which govern nitiousin time of peace,
may In my country brin/ the administration into very
he. lous conflicts and materially disturb the peace of the
Republic, ibis last consideration will probably be
sufficient for a friendly government, for it will not wish
to run the risk ot causing such terrible evils to Its neigh¬
bor when it relies udou the good will ot the latter to se¬
cure the Just ends which It seeks to attain.

THB SPANIARDS IN CUBA.
Hod. Caleb Cu9hing, writing to Secretary Fish

from Madrid, In July last, says:.
According to the latest official estimates here the num¬

ber of troops sent from the Peninsula to Cuba from the
year 1869 down to the present dav, is b2 SOU, ol which
number 36.411 have succumbed In the field or trom dis¬
ease, leaving only a nominal foroe ot say 46,000, many of
whom must be Invalids, for the present service of
the government, in addition to which it deserves
to be noted tbat a large number ot muskets pur¬
chased by the last Captain-General lor use in Cuba
have been withdrawn and orderod home tor use
In the Peninsula. It Is not surprising that
under these circumstances great discouragement should
prevail in official circles hero, to say nothing of the un¬
certainty, more or less, respecting tiie purposes and ac¬
tions of political parties throughout the country, with
the great question rising above all others whether or
not at some unexpected moment the troops may not
"pronounce." for it is no exaggeration to say that the
political fortunes of Spain at all times during tbe present
generation, and never more so than at the present time,
are mainly dependent on the will of the army. The con¬
scription will yield at least SI, 000 men for tbe army ; it
will also yield to the treasury at least Son.000,(WO or reals
($15,000,(MO) on amounts paid for exemption.
Secretary Pish, writing to Minister Cashing,

August 27, says
I acknowledge the receipt of yonr Interesting despatch

of the :*)th nit. No. 66, In relation to the possibility of
Kurupean Intervention in the atralrs of Spain, it con¬
firms the accounts which have reached this country of
atrocities in warfare which seem incredible in the nine¬
teenth eentury, wh'eli aro without excuse or palliation,
and a contluuancu of which would be degrading to
human nature.

THB VIRflINir8 AFFAIR.
Much of the correspondence under the head of

Spain relates to the vircunius affair. The results
up to the end or last year are already known.
Nothing appears regarding negotiations since that
tune.

BRUTAL OONDUOi' ON BOABO AN AMEBICAN
SHIP.

[From tbe Liverpool Mercury, Nov. 2C.]
The American ship Nancy Pendleton, Captain

Pendleton, wnieh left Penarth Docks on Monday
night, coal laden, for Point de dalle, was shortiy
alter leaving dock the scenc or a frightful tragedy.
It appears that the ship was entirely manned by
colored men, the officers bslng white. The crew
were perfectly sober, and It Is Maid tliat the officers
began to strike the rncu with billets of wood,
capstan bar* and belaying; pins without nnr ap¬
parent provocation. The cries or the men were
heard by the crews of several vessels as she passed
ana also by the tugboat Columbus, which was
towing her, and the men in the pilot boat towing
astern. Tbe captain or the Columbus, shortly air'er
the vessel rounded i'enartn Head, heard two shots
tired oil board the BUip, and soon alter a man
got on the martingale ami called out that uis
brother had been shot and pleaded to be taken
aBhore. The man was, however, ordered on board,
and was no more seen, it appears tnat the first
snot was fired from the direction of the poop right
among the men on the main deck. The mate, who
had been aft, rusned lorward and shot one of the
crew right between the eyes, lie staggered along
the deck to the forecastle, and when passing the
galley the cook or steward dealt him a severe
blow with an axe, laying hU face open. Tbe poor
fellow got to the lorecastle only to meet the cap¬
tain, wno pinned him aown, when the Kngiish
pilot interierod, and threatened to leave the ship
if the maj was not at once released. The man
was then carried to nls bunk below. All tins oc¬
curred while the ship was between Penartb and
Lavernock Point.
The tugboat was ordered to tow to the Nash, the

pilot leavlug her at Landy Island on Tuesday morn¬
ing, and on arriving at Cardiff yesterday at once
lodged the information wltn the police. As It is
blowing a gale lrom the southwest, it la probable
that the ship may be overhauled before leaving
the land. .

THE WEATHER TE8TEBDAY.
The following record will show the changes in

the temperature during tbe past twenty-lour
hoars, In comparison with the corresponding date
of last year, ns recorded at Hndnut's Pharmacy,
HbhaU) Building, New York:.

1873. 1874. 1873. 1874.
3 A. M. 29 38 3:30 P. M 36 43
6 A. M '28 38 6 P. M 34 41
9 A. M 30 40 9 P. M 33 38

12 M 36 41 12 P.M. 32 87
Average temperature yesterday 3flx
Average temperature lor corresponding date
last year 32

SUFFERING IV NEBRASKA.
An Appeal to the People for

Food and Clothing.
THE GRASSHOPPER PLAQUE.

What General Priabin Saw During a

Tour of Inspection.

NAKED AND HUNGRY.

At a committee meeting or the Produce Ex¬
change held yesterday afternoon General Bnsbln.
of Omaha, appeared beiore the Board on behalf or
the suffering poor of Nebraska. Toe members,
after listening to the pathetic story of General
Hrisbiu, decided to send on to General Ord at
Omaha a sum of $i,ooo remaining over in the
charity fund of the Board at onoe, and requested
the General to visit them at the meeting
of the full Board to be held to-day
and explain the objects of bis generous
mission, acoordtng to the most reliable authori-
ties, 10.000 people In the State of Nebraska are at
the present moment in a state of almost absolute
destitution. They are the population of a long
belt of country on the western frontier of the
Slate over which the grasshoppers pas.ed last
summer. When the plague had apparently ended
and the suffering condition of the population of
that district was discovered, every effort m their
power was made to assist the distressed by
the authorities and citizens of the state. The de-
strootion of the crops nad been so complete and
the resources leit the settlers were so slight that
tne demands for help were far in advance of the
supplies that conid be gathered by those who had
taken the work of mercy In hand. They strupiried
ravely with It for a time, but were so entirely

unable to meet the famine rushing in upon
m that they were obliged to acknowledge

an appeal to charity outside the State
necessary. The first step taken m the way of
asslstlnsr those who had lost all they possessed
was the establishment of a relief society. It was
called the Omaha Aid Society. On finding out the
inability of this association to meet the urgency
the Governor of the state called a convention and
a new organization was established under the
title of the Nebraska State Aid and Relief Society.
General E. O. C. Ord, commanding the Department
of the Platte, was requested to lend bis assistance
to the work, and he generously and promptly
took the matter in hand. General Ord at once
sent officers of the army to Inspect

THE SUFFERING BEATON
and report the result. Committees, composed of
live citizens in each of the counties embraced In
the belt, were appointed and through them the
supplies obtained were distributed. The army
agencies along the route of the Uulon Paciflc Rail-
way were made the depots for the issuing of the
supplies and the headquarters for stores was
established at Omaha. No expense of any kind was
incurred.or Las been up to the present time
and all that could be got was sent
to the people as speedily as possible. . To make
everything reliable and ascertain that no Inatten¬
tion of favoritism should creep In, two inspectors
were appointed to look after the details of the
committee's labors. One of these inspectors was
commissioned to the country north of the Platte
Uiver, the other to the district south of it. Their
salaries were paid by the Cnl.n Paclflo and the
Burlington and Missouri railroads. While there was
the remotest possibility of being able to carry the
poor over the winter and until they could grow
sufficient food for themselves, General Ord and
the Society confined their solicitations for help to
the limits of the State. The moment came at last
when they lelt compelled to appeal to the benevo-
,eBce or th« country, and they did not hesitate,
in view of the terrible situation of ao many souls,
to make known the actual condition of
affairs. General Brtsbln, of Omaha, who had
visited the plague atrlcken country, and had fur¬
nished General Ord with an elaborate report, was
commissioned to travel through the Eastern States
and acquaint the people with the distress of the
settlers. General Brlsbin has arrived in New York,
and was visited yesterdsy at his hotel bv a r

SnSftZfir »
Hkbald« 'a describing the people

and their situation be said
THIaK PEOPLE

who are suffering so terribly now are th« n«*

settlers on the western boundary of the State

years Le*nvIhftvn hlem |>eeu there more than two
tit ?'* Many have been but one. The first year or

onH ^?I»can 01}.y *row a P°°r description of corn
?.?«? potatoes. It is not until the third year, when
tne sods rot, that they can get wheat. Of

m - 5 corn an<1 Potatoes feed them until
the wheat comes. Beside, in some cases thev
have a pig or get a lltcie game, and so they strus>
gleon up to the wheat crop time. This year the
grasshoppers arrived, ate up all the corn and po¬
tatoes, leaving the peopio without anything
1 here was no chance for them to move or vet

Sr.Vh/nr2m ifte* hau no Place to go to nw
anything to go wiih. 1 went over tne
entire section of country and the scene!
I witnessed would take a stout heart to bear it

wif« fnrt 'J/J,® f maft4n a town or village, with his
wife and children starvlug, who can ask assistance
Jrom a neighbor or take his rags to a pawn shoD
lney had no neighbors, no pawnshops and verv
lew rags. Occasionally I met a mail with a horw
? i.D»h oxen> onij made the case worse

*!i wm»i!b» Tr T,ft'uab,e 10 destroy an-T rooci
Almost

** weu ** tUe cbu<>ren.

i t
""ST CABIN

when I commenced my Inspection I
lonnd a gray-haired woman and her daughter a
young lady, at dinner, and all m tne world these
poor creatures had was a watermelon cut In two
and some little pieces of black bread. There was
onlTone pint 01 nour in the honsi. and not 2
an vthinil 2 ..""h P°tatoe». .ugar/coffee o?
anything else. At Arrapahne, as l went

® .I,UI® town In Furness county,
1 called at the house ol a Mr. Har¬
vey, and talked with a young irirl
wnose mother I had heard was very badly off. She
JJ'f' Mother is a jtmow and has four children.
tamer has been dead ten years. My mother lives
on a Homestead of 1B0 acres near Arrapahoe. Wo
put in ten or eleven acres of corn but tne uras*-
noppers eat it all up. We had a few potatoes.a
busnel or two, perhaps. We live in a dug-out
Mother washes when she can get work to do. She
gers seventy-five cents a week (or washing
she is sickly, she needs shoes. She has now no
work. We are v<ry poor." Then the poor irirl
broke down under tne load of poverty and pain
and I could get notolng more out or her 8he
was modest, gentle and sensitive, and seemed to
leel deeply the unfortunate position In which tier
lauilly was placed. Mr. llarvey imormed Mr.
schuulcr mat fie u.other of this young girl was in

?ne''"*healtb< ana that there was llteraliy notn
Ing iu the bou.-e. Mr. aiber said ne thought this

SlSSfW0 ,bo(ll..or, furniture, he doubted
If they hau lood. While at Arrapalioe the keeuer
of a iiuie store told me a story of want. He saw

I he other day, as I was eating my dinner in the
room uehind tho store, where my wife and [ live a
little girl came Into tne store, and my wne Invited
lier to come in and be seated until I had done

would Walt on her. I noticed the cliild
looked wlstiully at the table, and. as I passed out
saw the tears were rolling down her cheeks i

#r»7nAl WU8 ,fte n,lilter. hut she would not
tell me. I told my wile to tiud out

what ailed tuk child

n?»i« wenil C,081BK the door behind mo. The
little mrl then coniessed to my Wife she whm

hungry and said she had not tasted food for forty-
eight hours, and that her mother and little sister
were at home m the same condition. We iave
her dinner and sent some /ood to her moriior m

I visited the family or the llttle girl juHt men
tloned, and this is the story the mother told mT-
"1 have two children," she said, *<botb airia im
eldest aged five years and the youngest two years
My husband is a laoorer, but finds it nard to ret'
Khtn°r .a? "ST here iome mon'ey
oougitt a lot, and commenced to buiio «l

house and amm. The house Is unfinished.
.

school house, whicti a #11

an«rr ,klnnm' a,lowed W to o&upy until
alter mj confinement* I have about fiffv

Pound8or°fteSOUrwrhfthand »n4 .e-Sr o"i
p'&ftuiJK have £0°
a%V2rea^'W "reoa ¦'u^ April las'" I

ec<nt dre«s.a calico. We raised no

Si Jhe grasshoppers eat up everything. I have
? h« i

caro of mo when 1 am sick. I wish
fla»»el for the children. I have

5 olrt ¦cap" and rags and made

f«r» h.f# bat,J- 1 have less than ever be-
fore, but can get along If we only have enougn to

y th® roadsiae 1 saw a cabin, and around
'dA00.r' 'roup ol half naked children. I stopped

n?«. .7? '.*.<» there, and a poor woman told
me. I have lour children, aged seven, six ami
three years, and a baby seven months' old Mv
husband baa gone to Iowa to see If he can get
, . t

HKLP FOR US

w«'h^i i'h 1he grasshoppers eat up all
we had. 1 have lorty pounds of flour and ti>n

f.c if 01 *®a» uothlng else. We have no
stock. The children have had ho meat. I have no
coffee or sugar. 1 nurse my babr. My miik'a dry

log ap. Mr. M0C07 rot me the floor 00 credit.
.ad Kiu 1) Be would pay lor It himself if I eoald not.1 00 uot know where I can vet any more wneu thai
1* out. None 01 the children have shoes or under¬
clothing. The? have one dress apiece. I have .
pair or old shoes, but no stockings or nndercioth-
lnif. My baby boy haa no stockings. >boes or
underclothing, and out on» old calico wrapDer. ®
am in want. My cabin u rery open and coia as
night. My name la Mrs. Martba Dnncan." as
another place an old larraer said to mj:."The
grassn»ppers have destroyed ail 1uy ciops.
and 1 have a israily ot eight children, mr wile,
mother and myself. I had out twelve acres oi
com, rye and pot.uoe*. We have 120 pounds ot
flour aent to us oy Mr. Paddock. None of the chil¬
dren have shoes. My wife baa no shoes and hardly
any clothing. My daughter Eustatia has rone to
Liucolu to hunt work, hbe la nineteen years old.
She la a good girl, and we did not like to see her go,but what can we poor people do to help ourselves.
1 wish some kind ludv of your acquaintancewould look alter my daughter, ir 1 thought I
could get seed la the spring to plant another crop,l would race it through thin winter. 1 have an ex¬cellent piece of land.'* a lady of rare Intelliirenar*.liviug tu a little cabin, said to me:."We h-»ebeen out here two yearn, and came from tnam«
pia.n county, Illinois. We live on a soldier'sclatin. My husband was a soldier in the SecondIllinois cavalry lor lour years, and served underGeneral Ord. We have a good farm, andfeel like sticking to m of couroe, after being onIt so long, we dislike to give It up. We have no
money in the world except ten cents thai 1 have.All our crops were destroyed, both last year and
this year, and we have now literally nothing. So
horses, hogs, cattle oreneep. I am baking my lastloal 01 bread 10 day, and 1 wondered where 1 would
get door to make any more. 1 was thinking about
it all day and had latth to believe that some goodSamaritan would come alon^ and bnug me flour.
1 did not despair, Jor God will not

LET US STARVB.
Our women are nearly out of shoes, under-

garments and dresses. 1 nave had out one new
calico dress In a year. I was educated at the
Normal School in Illinois, and taught six years
betore I was married, and two years since. Iheso
are hard times that have fallen upou us. It Is
unpleasant to accept charity, but the truth is, wo
are in great need, and many more
lamllics are just as badly off as my own."
I went into another cabin by the road and fouud a
little girl, scarcely ten years old, keeping her
brotners and si-ters. In reply to Inquiries 1 put
her she said:."My mother and lather are out hay*
ing lor a neighbor. There are five cnudren or us.
I am the oldest. We have a 11'tie flour In the bar¬
rel. Kather had a pig, but he killed it and we ate It
all up long ago. Father says, 'When the floor Is out
we will starve.' but mother says, '«<d will take
care ot us.' Our neignnor, Mrs. Winters, Is as
badly (iff as ourselves, and. Mr. Foster is worse off.
We nave no shoes or stockings. We have one
dress apiece. Mother has no Btioes. Father and*
mother are out working-to get $0 to pay Mr.
Austin. We owe him that much, and rarner says
it must be paid. We have no sugar, tea or
coflee, nor anything to eat but flour, and we are
thankiul lor that." so lar as lay in my power I
relieved the wants or the lamllies I visited, and
then hastened back to Omaha to lay the condition
of these poor people beiore the authorities and the
couutry. Omaha rallied

AT ONCE AND SENT RELIEF.
For six weeks the people or Nebraska have been

feeding the uuiortunates. it requires $40,000 a
month to leed and clothe them, and oi course Ne¬
braska unulded cannot carry sucti a load.
1 do not believe in makiug Congress an
almshouse for tho nation's poor, and I thing
the right thing to do id this case is lor the gener¬
ous people or the couutry to give Irom their
abundance enough to leed and clothe the destl*
tute Nebraskiaus until they can raise crops and
rako care or themselves. Such an amount wllL
never be missed out or the great storehouses.
These people are the pioneers of this nation.

Tney are all natives or other States, some irom
New York. Not a ramily among them had ever
seen want beiore, and the manner in which they
took the blow is proof of tbelr noble
mettle. It ts difficult to make people
wno have always been accustomed to liv¬
ing in large cities leel the total want
of these hctoio settlers, but nothing shall be lelt
undone on my part to make the case a clear one.
1 have already gained a good point. Mr. John.
Italesties has placed the lower floor of the build*
lug No. u Barclay street at the'disposal 01 the
settlers. We have established a headquarters lor
the reception or clothing tor them. We wane
that badly, lor 1 do not exaggerate when I sar
many oi them ire naked. Tnat is not in brick
houses either or tenements, but nuts and dug¬
outs and cabins, with li>rge ventilation. Tne State
has done and is doing wonders. FJvery bank
in Omaha Is now paylug a rate of $60
a mouth to belp the plague-stricken
people, and every storekeeper and mer¬
chant 1b giving according to his business, irom
$16 a month up. 1 know New York. 1 know tue
great, generous heart or the people, ana I have
profound faith in It. The people nave intrusted
the delicate and difficult task of getting tnem out
or this trouble to us, the officers of the army, be¬
cause they kuow we estimate their sufferings and
sympathize with their distress.

FAMUIE IH KAHSAb.
From Kansas, as well aa from Nebraska, cornea

a wall ordistress canned by the destitution of the
iron tier aettlera who are BUfienng from the ravages
of the clouds of grasshoppers, which came upon
them like a devouring army laat summer ana
consumed ail the growing crops. On these crops
the aettlera depended for the means to supply all
tueir wants, to bny their clothing and feel, aa well
as to feed their families througn the present win¬
ter ud the coming summer. Every green thing
was swept away by the hungry insects, who
stayed aa long as they oonld find lood in theflelds
and when tuey left nothing remained tor tue dis¬
heartened settlers, most or whom had Invested all
tueir means In the growing crops. Thousands of
these people in the western section of tne S'.ate
are utterly destitute and must perish from want of
clothing, mel and rood If they no not receive suc¬
cor. A relief committee has been termed, with it*
chief office at Topelta, and composed of the Ores
citizens or the State. This committee now appeals
to the charity of New York and the Eastern States
lor aid in thia work of relieving the distress. For
this purpose they have aent hither Judge Rick*
seeker to solicit from our charitable people con¬
tributions of clothing, provisions or money. He Is
at present located at No. 245 Broadway, room la,
where he will be ready to explain tuilv the condi¬
tion or the sutTerer8 and to receive the gins of the
benevolent. It is to be hoped that the natural
sympathy lor a wide and hard-pressing suffering,
against which no prudence could provide, will in*
spire abundant contributions ior tuts most worthy
caarlty.

LYCEl'H OF NATURAL HISTORY.

The question of changing the name of "The Ly¬
ceum of Natural History In the City of Now York"
came up before that body last evening at their
stated meeting. The feeling both pro and eon
seemed to be quite intense, and the matter was
finally disposed of for the present by the adoption
of the following report or the committee, the vote
to be taken at the regular meeting in February
The Committee report in tavor of changing the name

of ."'file Lyceum ot Natural History in the City ol New
York." to "New York Academy ot Sciences,¦' for the
following reasons:.
Fin*.The present name of the society Is cumbrous

from Its length.
Semntl.The term lyceum has lost Its appropriatenessfor purely scientific organizations, since it has been

adopted by theatres, and mure especially by circles of
Spiritualists throughout the country*Third.The present name of the society does not seen-
rnlcly express the scope ot it* deliberations and actionsln*smuch as many ot the subjects discussed in Its meet¬
ings more properly belong tn the sciences ot chemistry,physics, technology, Ac., whlc.i are not branches of
natural history.
fourth.since onr society Is the only purely scientific

organization in tlio city, It should be comprehensive
enough tn Its scope to inciude in Its membership those
working in ail departments of science, and its catholicity
should tie expressed by its title, so that no class of
scientists should be even nominally, as they now are,
excluded irom its membership aud meetings.
Fi/lh.The Lyceum ot Natural History, lor various

reasons, one or which is the exoluslveness implied In Its
title, has tailed to secure the co operation ot a large
Lumber ot scientific workers and natrons of science,
wiiosa sympathv and support It needs and deserves, up
to Die present tunc the l.vceum of Nnturnl History has
been without a nxed habitation, and has been unable to
command commodious and sale quarters tor its meet¬
ings. its very valuable litirary and its co.lections.
Moreover It has failed to secure tnat piominent and In¬
fluential position which a scientific society should at¬
tain in the city ol New York, and such as is held by
similar associations in other cities.
Your committee is Impressed with tho conviction that

no laudable means should lie left untried to secure tor
tills old and hunorable institution the position aud Influ¬
ence honed tor by its founders, and due to tbe impor¬
tance of the position which it occupies in tiie metropoli¬
tan city ol the United Mates.
As one step toward this end, we earnestly recommend

that it should assume the broader aud higher name of
"The New York Academy of dclenoes." Itespectfully
submitted, J. 8. N8WHKHBY.

B N. MABI'IN.
H. C BOL 1'ON.

ART MATTERS.
T. L. Smith has returned from the country, bring¬

ing a quantity of dellghtiul woodland studies.
During his absence he painted two important
moonlight subjects. One Is "The Old Story,'. two
lovers wandering in the moon's light, and an old
manor bouse, Illuminated and Joyous looking,
ainltX a snow-clad wiuter landscape. Mr. Smith
evidently means to make this ciasa of aubjeeta bis
specialty.
Mr..James Hart has Jnst given the finishing

touch to one or bis best works. He calls it "Be-
lore tbe Storm." A group or cattle are gathered
in the foreground in iront of a tree, apprehensive
or the coming storm, which is seen sweeping over
tbe distant landscape. The conceit is a happy
one, and the composition shows an improvement
In the artist's works. We miss the weak apots
which seemed a part of the painter's mel hod, and
find them replaced by a well balanced composi¬
tion, In whieh the light and shade have heen
handled with raro Judgment and thought. Thia
excellent picture, we understand, will not be seen
by the iiublto, aa the purchaser does not wish it to
be exhibited. ^

Tho large oollectlon of paintings belonging to
Mr. IlsHeltlne, which has been ror some tline on
exhibition In tne Leavltt Art nailery, will «>.
brought to the hammer this evening. 11 is ax*
pected the sale win last three nights- Many of the
pictures are very valuabia.


